July 2009 was Maria's first journey to Shangri-La , China
"I found my pursuit to helping needy children."

Songtsen, Swiss German son of Tendol's, runs the restaurants where the kids can

move into when ready for a job. | asked Songtsen, "Why are you up here in the Himalayans
running a restaurant coming from Europe?”, and his response started

my work in Asia with Orphanages and Children’s Homes.

He said his mother is an orphan from Tibet and she has started orphanages in Shangri-La, China
and Toelung, Tibet. | asked him if | could meet his mother and tour the orphanage.

Tendol is full of love and life and compassion and giving. She loves all the children as she gave
birth to them herself. Someone asked her once if they could adopt a child, and her response
was, my children are not up for adoption, they are mine. She has approximately 110 children currently.

1 gve a donation that day, the children being so grateful that they wanted
to dance for me out of joy and friendship.

I was so impressed with the dancing, it stuck with me and | just couldn't stop thinking of
these wonderful kids.

-~

The are so sweet and enufn and confident and foving...
Tendol says she is never lonely.

Their dancing impressed me so much, and then | read a book about Yang Li Ping
and her gifted dancing career and her dancing school in Kunming, China.

It also said that Yang Li Ping looks for authentic ethnic dancers

that are taught how to dance in their own viflages. It gave me the idea to contact
Yang Li Ping and see if | could sponsor any of the children in her dancing school.
Yang Li Ping asked me to take a video of the children and bring it to her.

he ch..'ridren were so hap to e‘me they pﬁr bn their tibetan clothing and
danced danced danced.
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We captured their spirit and we were so entertained by their commitment and talent.

The wonderful father and son Gyalzur team with the manager of the children’s home
and the little dancers.

e video she just asked me

"How many kids want to come, | will take them all". It was just an amazing moment. | asked Yang Li Ping
why she wants to help me so much, and she told me that | was the only person whom ever came to her
to help her people and she wanted to do as much as she could.... WOW....

me her books and wanted my opinion. Her books are so creative with colorful
illustrations and embossed leather on the cover, works of art.

Two of the girls joined the danc;e"feam, and are perming today for
Yang Li Ping's Dance show.



